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LEXINGTON-HAMLINE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

2016 Annual Meeting

Community Calendar

Meet, Bid, Eat, Clap

► Western District Safety Meetings

WHAT A GREAT NIGHT to reconnect and
celebrate the past year! During the Lex-Ham
Annual Meeting, Potluck, and Silent Auction,
we presented our neighborhood awards
recognizing some Lex-Ham superstars.

• TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15
• TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20
9:30 AM or 6:30 PM
Western District Headquarters
389 Hamline Ave

Please watch for more information about the
recipients in the next Eavesdropper. Thanks
for attending the event, bringing delicious
food, and supporting the on-going work of
Lex-Ham. Our auction exceeded our fundraising goals bringing in over $2000! We applaud
Ashley Rashid for her excellent leadership as
the coordinator for the auction; this is not a
small task!

► Lex-Ham Community Council
Board Meeting

• MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28
7:00 — 9:00 PM
No meeting in December
1216 Selby Avenue, All welcome!

Please join us in thanking all of the auction
donors listed below for their generosity.
Breadsmith
Brow Chic
Cadenza Music
Commonwealth Properties
Dunn Bros. St. Paul
Flirt Boutique
Frame Works
Grand Jete
Guthrie Theater
Italian Pie Shoppe
Jane Garafola
Jim Zika
Karen Minge
Karen Randall
Larissa Kiel
Lynne and Gene Heuton
Margaret Jones
Minnesota Orchestra
Mississippi Market
O'Gara’s
Paul Bakke
Picaboo.com
Radisson Hotel Bloomington by Mall of
America
Ashley and Faris Rashid
St. Paul Saints
Sencha Tea Bar
Sharon Fischlowitz
Steppingstone Theatre
Steve Freeman - Edina Realty
Suzie Norris
The St. Paul Yoga Center
The Sweatshop Health Club
Three Rivers Park District
Tin Whiskers Brewing Company
Tom and Amy Gundermann
Treadle Yard Goods
Vertical Endeavors
Wabasha Brewing – Johnell Kolve
Wet Paint Artists' Materials and Framing

► Lex-Ham Christmas Party
City Councilman Dai Thao and Lex Ham
Executive Director Amy Gundermann address
Annual Meeting attendees

• SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
4:00 — 6:00 PM
Penson Residence
1282 Dayton Avenue

► Lex-Ham Holiday Concert
Welcome, New Board Members!
WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME two new
members to our Board of Directors. Yvonne
DeMarino recently purchased her first home in
Lex-Ham and is an avid gardener. She is eager
to jump in and help with livability initiatives.
Sam White is currently a student at Concordia
studying secondary education. He has a strong
interest in becoming active in our community
and connecting the campus with Lex-Ham more
intentionally. □

• SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
7:00 PM
Buetow Auditorium
Concordia University, St Paul

► Lex-Ham Caroling Event
• THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22
6:15 PM ‘til they’ll have us
Starting with treats at 1272 Dayton Ave

Emergency Notification
System Launched in St Paul

Yvonne DeMarino
Sam White

Through Ramsey County's 911 system,
you can now receive geographically
specific alerts in the case of an active
shooter, missing child, or armed
suspect. Your awareness can make a
difference in public safety. Sign up to
receive a call, text, or email at

stpaul.gov/publicsafetyalert.

President’s Report
Connectedness in 2016
THE LEXINGTON-HAMLINE COMMUNITY COUNCIL is dedicated to improving the quality of life for all residents of the Lexington-Hamline Neighborhood. This Report highlights activities supporting our mission in four broad categories: the people of Lex-Ham, the physical environment of
Lex-Ham, the Lex-Ham Community Council, and advocacy and engagement. Please see our website for detailed minutes and reports about our
programs.
People: Lex-Ham continues annual traditions like the Holiday Party in December, the Spaghetti Dinner in March, and the Ice Cream Social in
July, where Mayor George Latimer joined us as a guest of honor! Our Block Leaders and Welcome Wagon volunteers make our community
welcoming and vibrant.
Physical Environment: Lex-Ham has been involved in a number of projects with immediate and long term impacts on our neighborhood. We
are a leader in activities and events such as the Community @ Work celebration in September, which brought art and community artists to the
Lexington Avenue Bridge to address livability. Lex-Ham supports other organizations improving the physical environment in the neighborhood,
such as the Transforming Central project, and serves as a voice and a place for the community to address current issues affecting our neighborhood, such as the 10 year District Plan for Selby Avenue or the installation of LED bulbs in our iconic street lights.
Council: We are thrilled to welcome new board members, and saddened to say goodbye to Jennifer Adam and James Zika. They have each given
Lex-Ham many years of service, enthusiasm, great ideas and strong leadership. We have begun to use task forces to further the work and strength
of the organization. We recently revised the bylaws, are now reviewing our financial policies and practices to continue to be fiscal stewards for
our community endowment, and will launch a task force after our annual retreat to design and implement your vision for the next five years for
the neighborhood.
Advocacy and Engagement: We have come together as a council and as neighbors to address many current local issues.
We continue to strengthen our relationships with other community organizations and advocates. We integrate public programming with community building and advocacy. As many of you know, we could not do this without our Executive Director, Amy Gundermann.
Please join me in thanking her for her commitment, vision, and care.
Respectfully,
—Sharon Fischlowitz
President, LHCC

Finance Committee Report
—Jeremy Lostetter

Goals and Objectives:



—Patricia Eaves & Emmy Treichel
OUR GOAL CONTINUES TO BE to enable all our
residents to "live well at home" as long as that is
their preference.
All our senior citizens are eligible for Neighborhood Network for Seniors services, a service that
can facilitate many options. We also have an
excellent library of information pieces about a wide
variety of services that are available when residents
need:
 to evaluate their home for safety
 assistance with household chores
 health and/or rehab care
 transportation
 financial counseling
 social activities
The Fire Department had a morning workshop at our
Lex-Ham office on Safe Haven. The Safe Haven
program includes a self-guided, home inspection
checklist. Attendees were invited to call the Department and have their name placed on a list for smoke
alarms and carbon monoxide detectors installed by
the Fire Department. As co-chairs of our We Care
Committee, Patricia and Emmy attended a seminar
sponsored by the Board on Aging.
Please call the Lex-Ham office if we can assist any
of our residents when they have a concern about
their ability to “live well at home.” □
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Ensure a secure stream of operational funds for the Council into the future and be able
to support special projects as determined by the Board of Directors, through a range of
sources.
Ensure cash flow is sufficient to support the commitments of the Board of Directors.
In partnership with the Board of Directors, ensure revenue stream and expenditures
support Lex-Ham's mission and our neighborhood's values over the long term.

2015 - 2016 Actions:









Secured board approval for 2016 operating budget with a significantly improved financial forecast.
Determined the Lexington-Hamline Community Investment Fund
disbursement amounts in accordance to Board guidelines.
Continued to communicate to all stakeholders the purpose of the
Fund and the need for continuing support from other sources.
Asked Directors what monthly financial reports would be most
helpful for them to review at Board meetings during monthly Treasurer reports. Wrote
short explanations of each report for Director reference.
Reviewed grants that have potential to help us further our mission and enhance
revenue.
Reviewed housing loan program for potential changes to increase utilization and value
to the Lex-Ham neighborhood.
Created 2017 operating budget proposal.

2016 - 2017 Actions planned:
We plan to commence grant writing in 2017 in pursuit of grants that would further our
mission and enhance revenue. We plan to implement changes to our home loan program
that aim to increase utilization and value to the Lex-Ham neighborhood. Emmy Treichel is
taking on the role of Treasurer this coming year. □

C O NN EC TE DN E SS

TO

HOME

THROUGHOUT THIS YEAR, WE HAVE FOCUSED ON OUR CONNECTEDNESS. Past Eavesdroppers have examined our connectedness to the earth, across the
globe, and within our neighborhood. For November and December, let’s look closely at our connectedness to home. What makes you feel at home? How do
you create a sense of home for those near you? How do places become “home” over time? Especially in this holiday season, let’s be mindful of the ways we
strengthen the connectedness within our homes, making them a welcoming and nourishing place to live. I believe that attentiveness to these nucleus
connections is what ultimately allows us to have the tools for broader care, empathy, and impact.
As we examined connectedness this year, it has been striking to me how tangible the concept has been in the context of our organization. Much of my work
on behalf of Lex-Ham has been focused on our connectedness as a community across highway 94 within a web of partnering organizations. Thank you for
the energy you put into connecting, it really makes all the difference in the world. □
— Amy Gundermann,
Executive Director, LHCC

Environmental
Stewardship Report
—Larissa Kiel
THE LEX-HAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE was established
last year and held its first meeting in February of
2015. Since then, it has maintained a commitment to make and keep all Lex-Ham Community
Council events Zero Waste events. All Lex-Ham
events use only compostable flatware, plates,
cups and napkins. These items along with
leftover food waste are placed in compost bins
for organic recycling. With recycling bins also
on site at events, Lex-Ham is proud to say that all
of our community events this year have been
without “trash.”
The Environmental
Committee has also continued
its participation in the Annual
Saint Paul City-Wide Clean
Up which took place on
Saturday, April 23rd of this
year. The committee
organized Lex-Ham residents
to help clean up our
neighborhood by distributing
bags and sharing information
about city trash pick-up sites. There were also
delicious snacks! We hope to continue this event
annually.
In the coming year, the Environmental
Committee is dedicated to continuing our work
sharing information about organics recycling,
promoting Zero Waste Events, participating in
future City-Wide Clean Ups and formulating
ideas for storm water stewardship. There are
ambitions for obtaining grants to continue with
our education efforts and future environmental
projects. □

A Huge Thanks
WE’D LIKE TO THANK two members of our
board who are completing many years of
service.
On the board since 2009, Jen Adam has
served as Co-President, Secretary, on the
Communications Committee, the Finance
Committee, and on the Tot-Lot Committee.
Always responsive, she lent her technological talents to any communication task,
especially the website design. Jen passionately approached the opportunity for us to
create the home improvement loan program
in 2013 which is available for Lex-Ham
residents. Thank you, Jen, for all you’ve
done to strengthen

HEY KIDS!
During this season
of thankfulness,
let’s show some
gratitude toward
service providers
in our neighborhood. Leave a note on your garbage can,
recycling bins, or deliver it to brighten
someone’s day. A simple message like
“Thanks for all you do to serve our
community” can let someone know that
you respect and appreciate the work that
they do.

Lex-Ham Caroling &
Holiday Treats
Lex-Ham! Jim Zika’s family has a rich
history in Lex-Ham with memories dating
back to the early days of organizing. Jim has
been a board member since 2008, served as
Vice President, and has been the Lex-Ham
Community Council’s representative on the
Union Park Board through some difficult
years of transition. Thanks, Jim, for holding
up our values and offering your wisdom
over your years of service! □

Thursday, December 22 • 6:15 PM
We’ll meet at the festive 1272 Dayton
home at 6:15 for mulled cider and holiday
treats to get warmed up and ready. Then,
singer Katy Taylor and Friends will
serenade Lex-Ham neighbors with
Christmas Carols. We’ll sing down 1-2
blocks of Dayton, and then cross Selby
onto Hague and/or Laurel. Word sheets
will be provided. Questions?
katy@katytaylor.com or 651-363-1877.

Mission Statement

Who We Are

Editorial Guidelines

Board of Directors

The purpose of the Lexington
-Hamline Community Council
is to improve the quality of
life and bring about positive
community change in the
Lexington-Hamline neighborhood of St. Paul. This is done
through the active involvement of neighborhood
residents in community
projects, programs, and
direct action on issues which
affect the neighborhood.

The Lex-Ham neighborhood in St. Paul is
bounded by University Avenue, Lexington
Parkway, Summit and Hamline Avenues.
Since the Lexington-Hamline Community
Council was established in 1969, it has
been the cornerstone for organizing and
serving the 4,000 residents living in this
neighborhood. We continue to build a
sense of pride and confidence in the community through a wide variety of
activities and services ranging from
cooperative home maintenance, crime
prevention, energy conservation and recreational programs.

The Eavesdropper is delivered bi-monthly to every
home and business in the
neighborhood. Notices and
articles should be submitted
in electronic Word format to
lexham@lexham.org Please
keep submissions to a length
of 150 words or less. Please
contact the Lex-Ham office
for more information.
Lex-Ham reserves the right
to refuse any submission.

Sharon Fischlowitz, President
Faris Rashid, Vice President
Emmy Treichel, Treasurer
Larissa Kiel, Secretary
Paul Bakke
Yvonne DeMarino
Johnell Kolve
Jeremy Lostetter
Sam White

Newsletter design and layout by neighbor Dave Tzeutschler. Please address any comments, suggestions to dtzeutschler@yahoo.com
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The Lexington-Hamline Community Council
1216 Selby Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55104

The bridge between
your home and
your neighborhood
~

phone 651-645-3207
e-mail lexham@lexham.org
web www.lexham.org

How We Get Around
Committee Report
—Kabby Jones
THE FOCUS OF THE HOW WE GET AROUND COMMITTEE over the past
year has been on pedestrian safety. In March, the committee participated
in a “Stop For Me” event, a new pedestrian safety awareness program
organized by the City of Saint Paul and the Saint Paul Police Department. Lex Ham was one of the first neighborhoods to participate in the
program, which is helping to raise awareness about crosswalk safety
throughout Saint Paul.
The committee continued its work on the Better Bridges campaign,
which aims to improve safety and connectivity around the bridges over
I-94. Lex-Ham and the HWGA committee continue to meet with City,
State, and local agencies to advocate for improved conditions on the
three bridges that cross 94 in Lex-Ham, and was instrumental in getting
some pedestrian improvements made with the Lexington bridge
resurfacing project this summer. The committee (and Lex-Ham in
general!) also support the current efforts to re-connect the Rondo
neighborhood through improved bridges and more
innovative design concepts.
Pedestrian Safety will continue to be a focus for
the committee next year, along with input on local
street projects and alignment with the Union Park
Transportation Plan. New committee members are
always welcome! Please email me at
ekjones@q.com if you are interested, or would
like more information. □

A Lex-Ham Bridge Event
The Community @ Work Event was a day full of arts engagement,
games, food, and entertainment celebrating the “Dignity of Work”
core value assigned to the Lexington bridge over 94 by the Rondo
community. Highlights of the day included a temporary wall mural, a
mobile art museum, a book give-away, and delicious BBQ by Golden
Thyme. Powerfully presented as the highway buzzed by, a reading
from the new play “THE HIGHWAYMEN” by Josh Wilder brought
to life some of the history around I-94’s construction and impact on
the Rondo community. The play, directed by Jamil Jude will open at
the History Theatre on February 4th. Walker West Music Academy,
Camp Timbuktu of ARTS-Us, and Concordia University’s Pep Band
performed during the event and was an incredible display of talent!
With Lex-Ham as the lead
coordinator, Community @ Work was
made possible by the Friendly Streets
Initiative in partnership with
Concordia University Department of
Art and Design and the Union Park
District Council with funding from
Central Corridor Funders
Collaborative, Knight Foundation,
and Blue Cross Blue Shield. Thanks
also to Saint Paul Parks and Rec,
Rondo Ave Inc, ARTS-Us, the
History Theatre, Walker West Music
Academy, Summit University
Planning Council, CommonBond,
Pizza Luce, and the CSP Pep Band.
As you can see, this was an exciting
collaboration!
Motivated by a desire for more livability improvements around the
Lexington bridge, this event encouraged us to rethink our
community’s connectedness across the highway. Our efforts will
continue as we advocate for a safer bridge that more accurately
reflects our community. □
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